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Mexico became the 11th most populous country in the world during the past decade, with its
population increasing by 16.1 million between 1990 and 2000. Recent statistics published by the
government's statistics agency (Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas, Geografia e Informatica, INEGI)
indicated that Mexico's population had swelled to 97.4 million as of last year. "In the second half
of this year we will reach 100 million, taking into account the population-growth rate," said INEGI
President Gilberto Calvillo.
Calvillo's estimates could be a little conservative, since estimates from the UN Population Fund
(UNPFA) project Mexico's population will be 101 million before the end of 2001. In contrast,
Mexico's population in 1901 was only 14 million, the UNPFA said. The INEGI report said almost
one-third of the population was concentrated in the larger metropolitan areas, including Mexico
City, Guadalajara, Monterrey, Tijuana, Toluca, and the Tlaxcala-Puebla corridor. Mexico City, which
has 18.1 million people, is the world's second most populated city, the UN said in a recent report.
The world's most populated city is Tokyo, with 26.4 million residents. Researchers at the
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico (UNAM) said a decline in birth and mortality rates has
resulted in the aging of the Mexican population. In the UNAM studies, the average age of Mexicans
is expected to reach 35 by 2050, compared with 27 in 2000 and 23 in 1975. Following this trend, the
number of Mexicans over age 60 is expected to reach 28 million by 2020, of which 70% will be living
in poverty unless economic conditions improve drastically, said UNAM researcher Raul Benitez
Centeno.

Gap widens between poor and rich
The growth in population has been accompanied by a deterioration in living conditions for a large
segment of the population and by a growing gap between the rich and the poor. An INEGI report
released in early July said the wealthiest 10% of Mexico's population now receive about 38.7% of the
country's earnings, while the bottom 60% account for only 25.1% of the country's earnings.
The middle segments of the population receive the remaining 36.3%. Three years ago, the wealthiest
group controlled 38.1%, while the lower 60% held 25.5% of earnings. While the changes in
percentages are small, the data indicate a trend in which incomes of the wealthier segments of
society increased while those for the poorest 60% decreased. In its June edition, the US business
magazine Forbes listed 13 Mexicans among the world's 400 wealthiest individuals. Heading the list
of wealthy Mexicans was Carlos Slim Helu, with a personal fortune of US$10.8 billion.
The INEGI report said the number of poor has increased in the past three years. It said 8 million
families are now forced to subsist on the equivalent of three minimum salaries or less, compared
with 6 million families in 1998. Rodolfo Tuiran, secretary general of the Consejo Nacional de
Poblacion (CONAPO), said a major improvement in Mexico's poverty rate is unlikely without
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 53406
ISSN: 1054-8890

annual growth of 7% in the country's GDP during the next five years. That level of growth is needed
to accommodate the 1.2 million Mexicans who are expected to enter the labor market between now
and 2006, he said. "We live in a society that is extremely unequal," said Tuiran. "We need to grow,
but also to make our society more equitable."
A recent report from the UN Development Program (UNDP) said Mexico ranked 51st among
162 nations in the global Human Development Index (HDI). While this represented a slight
improvement from the previous ranking of 55, the UNDP said Mexico still needs to make major
improvements in health care, education, child welfare, and other areas to promote a higher rate of
human development.
The continuing lack of jobs in Mexico and the growth in the numbers entering the job market is
expected to expand migration to the US despite efforts by the US and Mexican governments to
discourage it. Tight vigilance by the US immigration authorities at traditional crossing points during
the past several years has forced many Mexicans to attempt to enter the US through deserts and
mountains in Arizona, which has resulted in hundreds of deaths (see SourceMex, 2001-06-20).
The steady emigration to the US has also changed population trends in Mexico. Under normal
circumstances, Mexico's population growth is about 2.1% per year, compared with the 1.3% rate
recommended by the UNDP. But Tuiran said the actual population-growth rate is already reduced
slightly if authorities take into account that 300,000 Mexicans migrate to the US annually. (Sources:
Reuters, 05/21/01; Excelsior, 06/12/01; El Financiero, 06/22/01; CNI en Linea, 05/21/01, 06/04/01,
06/21/01, 07/10/01; Notimex, 07/10/01; La Jornada, 05/22/01, 06/22/01, 07/10/01, 07/11/01; Reforma,
07/10/01, 07/11/01; El Economista, El Universal, 07/11/01)
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